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P A U L  J .  S I N D E R B R A N D  

p s i n d e r b r a n d @ w b k l a w . c o m  

December 4, 2003 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
 Re: Amendment of Parts 1, 21, 73, 74 and 101 of the Commission’s Rules to Facilitate 

the Provision of Fixed and Mobile Broadband Access, Educational and other Advanced 
Services in the 2150-2162 and 2500-2690 MHz Bands – WT Docket No. 03-66 --  
NOTICE OF EX PARTE PRESENTATION 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

Yesterday, Paul McCarthy, Chair of the Technical Rules Rewrite Group of the Wireless 
Communications Association International, Inc. (“WCA”), Harry Perlow, a member of that 
group, and the undersigned, counsel to WCA, met with Thomas P. Stanley, John Schauble, 
Genevieve Ross, Stephen Zak, Gregory Vadas, Henry Allen, William Huber, Mary Shultz, 
Ronald Netro, Melvin Del Rosario, and Erik Salovaara of the Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau and with Charles Rush, a consultant to the Commission, regarding the Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking (“NPRM”) in the referenced proceeding. 

 
The participants discussed at length the proposal advanced by WCA, the National ITFS 

Association (“NIA”) and Catholic Television Network (“CTN”) for transitioning from the 
current bandplan to that proposed by WCA, NIA and CTN.  The substance of the positions 
expressed by WCA’s representatives is reflected in the comments and reply comments submitted 
by WCA, NIA and CTN in response to the NPRM.  WCA stressed that the transitions would not 
be as complex as it might appear, given the substantial degree of consolidation that has occurred 
within the MDS and ITFS arenas through secondary market lease and license transfer 
transactions.  To illustrate that point, WCA provided a listing of all of the licensees that would be 
required to participate in the planning of a transition of the Richmond, VA market, a transition 
that was discussed in some detail in the reply comments filed by WCA, NIA and CTN.  That 
listing was annotated to identify the system operator that owns or leases each of the stations in 
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issue.  A copy of that annotated listing is annexed.1  WCA also provided a copy of an 
Engineering Statement prepared by Kessler & Gehman Associates, Inc. addressing the transition 
of the Denver, CO market, a copy of which is also annexed.  Although not annotated to identify 
the system operator for each licensee, the parties discussed that virtually all of the licensees that 
would be participants in a Denver transition are either Sprint subsidiaries or lessors of capacity to 
Sprint.  WCA reiterated its view that this high degree of regional consolidation will simplify the 
transition process and allow for transitions to occur more rapidly than under any of the 
alternatives before the Commission. 
 
 The participants in the meeting also discussed the industry’s need for a bandplan and 
technical rules that will permit the deployment of both frequency division duplex (“FDD”) and 
time division duplex (“TDD”) technologies.  It was emphasized that the overwhelming majority 
of second generation wireless broadband systems being deployed in the band today utilize TDD 
technology, and that any bandplan that did not reasonably accommodate TDD would present 
substantial problems.  WCA also noted that wireless broadband services utilizing TDD 
technology were being deployed utilizing the MDS/ITFS bands in some rural areas even under 
the existing rules, but that the regulatory impediments to deployment of cellularized technologies 
were preventing their deployment in more populous areas (where more cells would be required).  
The participants discussed WCA’s view that, should the Commission adopt the WCA-NIA-CTN 
proposals, rural areas will be among the first served, given the ease of transitions in such areas 
and the reduction in licensing costs that will come from geographic licensing. 
 
 Consistent with the positions it has taken in its prior filings, WCA stressed that the 
bandplan and technical rules it has proposed (particularly the dual spectral mask and the 
cochannel safe harbor) are essential to FDD/TDD co-existence in the band.  In response to a 
question regarding the possibility of providing each licensee spectrum on either side of the Mid-
Band Segment, WCA reiterated that such an approach would leave individual licensees with 
insufficient spectrum for TDD operations given today’s guardband requirements.  However, it 
was noted that while guardbands between TDD and FDD operations will be required given the 
limitations of current filter technology, the industry believes that the size of those guardbands 
will diminish over time as filter technology improves.  Moreover, WCA stressed that within a 
given market, licensees are likely to act out of economic self-interest and agree to secondary 
market spectrum swaps to minimize the amount of spectrum that must be devoted to guardbands. 
 
 The discussion also touched upon a variety of other issues raised in the NPRM.  WCA’s 
remarks on such issues were consistent with the positions it has espoused in its comments and 
reply comments in response to the NPRM. 

                                                 
1 For purposes of the annotation, an “N” represents that NTELOS is the system operator, a “W” represents that 
WorldCom is currently the system operator, “WONC” represents that Wireless One of North Carolina is the system 
operator, and an “I” represents that the station is independent (i.e. not owned by or leased to one of the major system 
operators). 
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 Should you have any questions regarding this summary, please contact the undersigned. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Paul J. Sinderbrand 
 
Paul J. Sinderbrand 

 
      Counsel to the Wireless Communications 

Association International, Inc. 
 
Attachments 
 
cc (via email): Thomas P. Stanley 

John Schauble 
Genevieve Ross 
Stephen Zak 
Gregory Vadas 
Henry Allen 
William Huber 
Mary Shultz 
Ronald Netro 
Melvin Del Rosario 
Erik Salovaara 
Charles Rush 

 
















